
Ladi Kwali’s  
Wonderful Pots 

Primary 1
English





Ladi Kwali’s 
Wonderful 

Pots 



i

Copyright
This early grade reading material for primary teachers and pupils in Nigeria is made 
possible by the support of the American people through the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) under the Northern Education Initiative Plus 
program (Contract Number AID-620-C-15-00002).

First edition, 2020

Rights and permissions

The text and illustrations in this work are licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Under the Creative Commons Attribution license, you are free to copy, distribute, 
transmit and adapt the work as long as you attribute or credit the original author or 
illustrator.  In the case of this book use the following attribution language: “Developed 
under the USAID funded Northern Education Initiative Plus program and licensed under 
the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.”



ii

Acknowledgements
Let’s Read! Primary 1 programme was developed by a large group of educators and 
experts under the leadership of the Nigerian Educational Research and Development 
Council (NERDC) and the USAID-funded Northern Education Initiative Plus. Professor 
Ismail Junaidu, the Executive Secretary of NERDC, supported the programme from the 
initial stages through to completion. Denise O’Toole and Dr. Nura Ibrahim from the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) provided guidance and 
valuable advice at all stages of the materials development. Under the able leadership 
of Dr. Jordene Hale and Nurudeen Lawal, these materials were completed. Dr. Mark 
Hamilton, Dr. Nancy Clark Chiarelli, Lydia Ezihe Onuoha, Mary Sugrue and Joy du Plessis 
provided technical expertise on reading. Expert graphic design of the materials was in 
the hands of Godwin Ondoma and Samson Lawrence. John Akanbi Nhorj, Mustapha 
Bulama, John Mutum, Aliyu Mustapha and Uche Idu illustrated the materials.



1

For as long as we can 
remember, in a village called 
Kwali, women made pots. 
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Grandmothers and  mothers 
made pots in Kwali Village.
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The children liked to play as 
the women made the pots.
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One day, a young girl named 
Ladi made a pot.  
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Slowly, Ladi shaped the pot. 
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All of the people in Kwali 
Village were surprised to 
see Ladi’s pot. 
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Every day, Ladi made pots. 
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Ladi made tall pots and 
short pots.
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Ladi made tall pots for 
holding water and pots with 
covers for cooking.
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Ladi made jugs and vases. 
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One day, a man with a 
camera came to see Ladi 
and her pots.   
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“Your pots are wonderful!” 
the man said. 
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The news of Ladi’s 
wonderful pots spread 
throughout Nigeria. 
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“I must buy a pot from Ladi 
of Kwali Village,” said the 
Emir of Abuja. 
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Ladi went to Abuja. 
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She was the first woman to 
join the school for potters in 
Abuja. 
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Today, Ladi Kwali’s 
wonderful pots are 
everywhere in Nigeria. 



18

People in faraway places 
love Ladi Kwali’s special 
pots. 



19

This is why we have a picture 
of Ladi Kwali on the twenty 
naira note.  
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A little girl from Kwali Village 
became an important potter.



21

List of Vocabulary

camera
children
emir
girl
grandmother
jug
ladi
man
naira
potters
quickly
school

slow
tall
vase
water
women






